Summary of the Fifth Meeting of the Joint Committee for 
the ASEAN – EU Free Trade Agreement

1. The Fifth Meeting of the Joint Committee for the ASEAN - EU Free Trade Agreement was held on 25-27 June 2008 in Manila, the Philippines. The Meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Tran Quoc Khanh, Director General, Multilateral Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Viet Nam, on behalf of the ASEAN Member Countries and Mr. Philippe Meyer, Head of Unit, Directorate General for Trade, European Commission, on behalf of the European Union.  Representatives from all ASEAN Member Countries attended the Meeting.
2. The Meeting discussed Goods Liberalization, Services and Establishment, Rules of Origin, Customs and Trade Facilitation, Technical Barriers to Trade, Competition, Public Procurement, Intellectual Property Protection and Sustainable Development.

3. There were Experts Groups Meetings on Rules of Origin, Technical Barriers to Trade, Intellectual Property Protection, Services and Establishment, Customs and Trade Facilitation. Other topics were discussed in the Plenary by the Joint Committee.

4. Trade in Goods: the European Union concurred that there are difference in the level of development between ASEAN and the EU and agreed to give special and differential treatment to ASEAN with regard to market liberalization.

5. Expert discussion in Rules of Origin and Technical Barriers to Trade were fruitful, hence, both sides agreed to discussed the draft text in the next Meeting.
6. Both sides still have divergence of views and made little progress on Services and Establishment, Competition, Public Procurement, Intellectual Property Protection and Sustainable Development which are topics of interest to the European Union.

7. ASEAN Member Countries informed the EU that the EU’s proposal on Intellectual Property Protection is rather complicated and is a TRIPs plus which is far out of reach for ASEAN.  Nevertheless, both sides agreed to further the discussion in order to find areas of cooperation for Intellectual Property Protection that yields mutual benefits.
8. ASEAN expressed concerns over the requirement of Sustainable Development topic. The European Union reiterated that they would not use environment or labour as a ground for trade sanction or trade dispute.  The European Union would like an assurance that a Free Trade Agreement will not result in negative impact on society and environment. 
9. A few ASEAN Member Countries declined to negotiate Public Procurement and Competition Policy. As a result, both sides could not engage in extensive discussion on these two topics.

10. On June 26, 2008 ASEAN Co-chair and Chief Negotiators of a few ASEAN Member Countries met with representatives from the EU – ASEAN FTA Campaign Network which is the network of civil society from 5 ASEAN Member Countries i.e. the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam. 
11. ASEAN Co-chair informed the EU – ASEAN FTA Campaign Network of the progress of ASEAN – EU FTA negotiations that the negotiations still in a processed of exchange of information and views and ASEAN and EU had not started to discuss the text.  Both sides still sought information from each other.

12. Viet Nam who is the co-chair stated that an ASEAN –EU FTA is a region-to-region agreement that does not discriminate against any particular ASEAN Member Country.  Interests of all ASEAN Member Countries have been taken care of.

13. The EU – ASEAN FTA Campaign Network expressed concerns over the transparency of the negotiations and their desires to participate in the FTA negotiations.  The Network sought concurrence from ASEAN Chief Negotiators to inform civil society the progress and status of the negotiation as well as to disclose all text and document in the FTA negotiations to civil society.  The Network would like ASEAN negotiating team to accept recommendations and suggestions from civil society and incorporate them when forming the position of ASEAN. They would also like to seek regular meetings with the ASEAN Negotiating team.

14. Viet Nam, ASEAN co-chair assured the Network that ASEAN Negotiating Team definitely negotiate an ASEAN – EU FTA base upon ASEAN’s interest where all ASEAN Member Countries must have shared benefits and welcome any recommendations and suggestions from the Network.  Regarding the text and document in the negotiation, he stated that the ASEAN Negotiating Team did not have the right and authority to disclose them.
15. The Sixth Meeting of the Joint Committee for the ASEAN EU Free Trade Agreement will be held on 15-17 October 2008 in Viet Nam.
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