Summary of the Fourth Meeting of the Joint Committee for 
the ASEAN – EU Free Trade Agreement

1. The Fourth Meeting of the Joint Committee for the ASEAN - EU Free Trade Agreement was held on 16-18 April 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand. The Meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Tran Quoc Khanh, Director General, Multilateral Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Viet Nam, on behalf of the ASEAN Member Countries and Mr. Philippe Meyer, Head of Unit, Directorate General for Trade, European Commission, on behalf of the European Union.  Representatives from all ASEAN Member Countries attended the Meeting.
2. The Joint Committee Meeting was held in parallel with Experts Groups meetings of ROO, Customs and Trade Facilitation, SPS, TBT, Services and Establishment, and Dispute Settlement.  

3. Experts exchanged views as well as technical information in various topics. Experts in some areas such as SPS and Dispute Settlement, found common grounds that could lead to the drafting of the text.  Other Experts Groups, for example, ROO, Customs and Trade Facilitation, sought more information from each other and agreed to further their technical discussion in the next Joint Committee Meeting.
4. Both sides agreed to exchange trade data to be used as a basis for making requests and offers in goods liberalization. The Meeting agreed to base tariff reduction on HS 2007 Code and applied tariffs.

5. Areas that both sides had divergence of views are Services and Establishment, Intellectual Property, and Sustainable Development.  Experts agreed to continue their discussion in order to create better understanding of each others’ systems and practices which would lead to an agreement.

6.  The European Union reiterated that Intellectual Property Protection and Sustainable Development are important topics for them.  An effective protection of intellectual property rights enables the European Union to protect innovative ideas and technology of their products as a result maintains their competitiveness.  While an agreement in Sustainable Development is a guarantee that trade liberalization will not affect social welfare and environment.

7. ASAEN Member Countries pointed out the different level of development both between ASEAN and EU and among ASEAN Member Countries and requested for a special and differential treatment in trade liberalization.

8. The European Union expressed concerns over the pace of the negotiations which has been rather slow when compare with free trade agreements negotiations with South Korea and India.  The European Union stated that with the current pace of negotiations, ASEAN and EU might not be able to conclude a Free Trade Agreement within 2-3 year as targeted.

9. Both sides agreed to continue expert discussions in the next Joint Committee for ASEAN – EU FTA Meeting which will be held in June 2008 in the Philippines.  The European Union proposed to discuss Public Procurement and Competition Policy at the next Meeting. 
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