Summary of the Third Meeting of the Joint Committee for 
the ASEAN – EU Free Trade Agreement

1. The Third Meeting of the Joint Committee for the ASEAN EU Free Trade Agreement was held on 30 January – 1 February 2008 in Brussels, Belgium. The Meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Tran Quoc Khanh, Director General, Multilateral Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Viet Nam, on behalf of the ASEAN Member Countries and Mr. Philippe Meyer, Head of Unit, Directorate General for Trade, European Commission, on behalf of the European Union.  Representatives from all ASEAN Member Countries attended the Meeting.
2. The Meeting exchanged views and expectation of each country from an ASEAN - EU free trade agreement.  The European Union presented proposed topics to be included in the Free Trade Agreement. They are Trade in Goods, Non-Tariff Measures (NTM), Trade Defence Instruments and Safeguards, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS), Customs and Trade facilitation, Customs Anti-fraud, Rules of Origin (ROO), Trade in Services and Establishment, Public Procurement, Competition, Intellectual Property, Capital movement and payments, Sustainable Development (environment, labour, and social), and Dispute Settlement.
3. The Meeting exchanged views on each topic. ASEAN Member Countries seek clarification on various topics proposed by the European Union that ASEAN has never negotiated with any country, for example, Intellectual Property, Public Procurement, Competition and Sustainable Development.  The European Union informed that the environment and labour matters will not be used as a reason for any trade sanction or trade dispute.

4. The European Union explained the rational in including sustainable development in the free trade agreement that trade liberalization should take into account the effects on social welfare and national development not just economic gain.  Under Sustainable Development topic, the European Union proposed that both sides promote environmental protection in accordance with Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) while offer labour protection in accordance with the ILO core labour standards.
5. The Meeting agreed to hold the Fourth Meeting of the Joint Committee for ASEAN – EU FTA in April in Bangkok.  Experts in the following topics would exchange their views at the next meeting: SPS, TBT, Customs and Trade Facilitation, Dispute Settlement, ROO and Services and Establishment.
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