Summary of the Second Meeting of the Joint Committee for 
the ASEAN – EU Free Trade Agreement

1. The Second Meeting of the Joint Committee for the ASEAN - EU Free Trade Agreement was held on 22-23 October 2007 in Singapore. The Meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Tran Quoc Khanh, Director General, Multilateral Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Viet Nam, on behalf of the ASEAN Member Countries and Mr. Philippe Meyer, Head of Unit, Directorate General for Trade, European Commission, on behalf of the European Union.  Representatives from all ASEAN Member Countries attended the Meeting.
2. The Meeting exchanged views on the scope of ASEAN-EU Free Trade Agreement.  The Meeting agreed that the Free Trade Agreement would cover the following areas:  Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Investment and Cooperation. The Meeting agreed to discuss other topics to be included in the Agreement at the next meeting.  
3. The Meeting discussed the work program and time schedule for negotiations in 2008 and agreed that the negotiation could be concluded within 2-3 years.  Regarding the work program, due to ASEAN’s current engagement in FTA negotiating with many trading partners, the Meeting agreed that there will be 4 Meetings for ASEAN – EU FTA negotiations per year. Three Meetings will be held in ASEAN region and once in Europe.

4. The Meeting discussed the Draft Report of the Joint Committee for the Informal ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) – EU Trade Commissioner Consultations to be held in November 2007.  The Meeting agreed that after the Economic Ministers approved the report, they shall commence the actual negotiation of the ASEAN-EU FTA and the Joint Committee for ASEAN-EU FTA will be responsible for the ASEAN – EU FTA negotiation with assistance from relevant working groups that they established.
5. The EU proposed to organize seminars prior to the Joint Committee for ASEAN – EU FTA Meetings in order to provide information and assist ASEAN in the negotiations.  For 2008, the Joint Committee meetings are scheduled to be held in January, April, July, and October.
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