Summary of the First Meeting of the Joint Committee for 
the ASEAN – EU Free Trade Agreement
1. The First Meeting of the Joint Committee for the ASEAN -  EU Free Trade Agreement was held on 19-20 July 2007 in Da Nang, Vietnam. The Meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Bui Huy Son, Deputy Director General, Multilateral Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Trade, on behalf of the ASEAN Member Countries and Mr. Philippe Meyer, Head of Unit, Directorate General for Trade, European Commission, on behalf of the European Union.  Representatives from all ASEAN Member Countries attended the Meeting.
2. Both sides exchanged views and experiences from their Free Trade Agreements in order to find common elements regarding the modality, work program and time schedule for the ASEAN – EU FTA negotiations.  ASEAN informed the Meeting that they usually negotiate a trade in goods agreement first, follow by an agreement on Trade in Services and Investment.  For Intellectual Property Rights and Competition Policy, ASEAN negotiated them under Cooperation Chapter and has never negotiated Government Procurement in any FTA.

3. Both sides could not reach conclusion regarding topics to be covered under the Agreement due to the different approaches in FTA negotiations of each side. The Meeting agreed that the number of Working Groups would very much related to the architecture of the Agreement, therefore, they would discuss the organization of Working Groups after they agree on the coverage of the Agreement.
4. The European Union proposed to organize a series of seminars under the Trans-Regional EU-ASEAN Trade Initiatives (TREATI) project as technical assistance for private sectors and government officials in order to share experiences of the European Union and assist negotiators from ASEAN Member Countries in the ASEAN – EU FTA negotiations. The Seminars in 2008 would cover 7 topics as follows: (1) Liberalization of Services  (2) Liberalization of Services in telecommunication/financial sector  (3) Technical Barriers to Trade  (4) Trade Facilitation  (5) Trade and Competition  (6) Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures  (7)  Economic Integration
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