19 April 2005

The Honourable Jim Sutton MP

Minister for Trade Negotiations

New Zealand

Dear Minister Sutton

I refer to the signing on this date of the Thailand-New Zealand Closer Economic Partnership Agreement (the “Agreement”) and to the discussions in relation to Chapter 6 of the Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures.  I have the honour to confirm the following understandings reached by the Kingdom of Thailand and New Zealand during the course of the negotiations regarding priority market access interests of Thailand and New Zealand. 

I wish to propose that:

New Zealand will undertake the process of pest risk analysis (PRA) and develop an Import Health Standard (IHS) under its biosecurity regime for the following Thai agricultural products, namely longans, lychees, mangosteen, ginger and durian.  New Zealand will use its best endeavours to finalise the process of developing IHS for these products within a reasonable timeframe with the aim of completing this process within two years.  

The Kingdom of Thailand will address expeditiously New Zealand’s request for alternative measures for the importation into Thailand of potatoes for processing.

The Joint SPS Committee established under Chapter 6 of the Agreement will review and assess progress of the priority market access interests of New Zealand and Thailand.  

If the above proposals are acceptable to New Zealand, I have the honour to propose that this letter and your confirmatory reply shall constitute an integral part of the Agreement.

Yours sincerely

Thanong Bidaya

Minister of Commerce

Kingdom of Thailand

