Norway

Geography:

Location

Northern Europe, bordering the North Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean, west of Sweden
Area

total: 324,220 sq km
Natural resources

petroleum, copper, natural gas, pyrites, nickel, iron ore, zinc, lead, fish, timber, hydropower

People:

Population

4,546,123 (July 2003 est.)
Nationality

noun: Norwegian(s)
Ethnic groups

Norwegian, Sami 20,000
Religions

Evangelical Lutheran 86% (state church), other Protestant and Roman Catholic 3%, other 1%, none and unknown 10% (1997)
Languages

Norwegian (official) 
note: small Sami- and Finnish-speaking minorities
Government:

Country name

conventional long form: Kingdom of Norway 
conventional short form: Norway 
local short form: Norge 
local long form: Kongeriket Norge
Government type

constitutional monarchy
Capital

Oslo
Administrative divisions

19 provinces (fylker, singular - fylke); Akershus, Aust-Agder, Buskerud, Finnmark, Hedmark, Hordaland, More og Romsdal, Nordland, Nord-Trondelag, Oppland, Oslo, Ostfold, Rogaland, Sogn og Fjordane, Sor-Trondelag, Telemark, Troms, Vest-Agder, Vestfold
Independence

7 June 1905 Norway declared the union with Sweden dissolved; 26 October 1905 Sweden agreed to the repeal of the union
Executive branch

chief of state: King HARALD V (since 17 January 1991); Heir Apparent Crown Prince HAAKON MAGNUS, son of the monarch (born 20 July 1973) 
head of government: Prime Minister Kjell Magne BONDEVIK (since 19 October 2001) 
cabinet: State Council appointed by the monarch with the approval of Parliament 
elections: none; the monarch is hereditary; following parliamentary elections, the leader of the majority party or the leader of the majority coalition is usually appointed prime minister by the monarch with the approval of the Parliament
Economy:

GDP

purchasing power parity - $216.6 billion (2003 est.)
GDP - per capita

purchasing power parity - $47,718 (20023 est.)
Industries

petroleum and gas, food processing, shipbuilding, pulp and paper products, metals, chemicals, timber, mining, textiles, fishing
Agriculture – products

barley, wheat, potatoes; pork, beef, veal, milk; fish
Exports – commodities

petroleum and petroleum products, machinery and equipment, metals, chemicals, ships, fish
Exports – partners

UK 20.5%, Germany 13.6%, France 9.9%, Netherlands 9.1%, US 8%, Thailand 0.13% (2003)
Imports – commodities

machinery and equipment, chemicals, metals, foodstuffs
Imports – partners

Sweden 16.1%, Germany 13.5%, UK 7.9%, Denmark 6.9%, US 5.1%, Thailand 0.41%Netherlands 5.3%, France 4.2%, Italy 4% (2003)
Currency

Norwegian krone (NOK)
Fiscal year

calendar year

